
Top left: Judea, Roderick and Khanya Allen enjoy the front porch of their new 
home. Top right: The Allen family and Baptist employees LaTonya Foster and 
Cynthia Allen are all smiles on dedication day. Below: Baptist Memorial Health 
Care sponsored the home, and they recruited volunteers like Valerie and Lou 
Hansen to help make the home a reality.

Seated on her new couch, Tasha Allen lets out a sigh. It’s a joyous 
sigh—the sigh of a person who is enjoying the moment.

“We’re at peace,” she said, describing her feelings since her 
family moved into their Habitat home more than a month ago. 

Moments later, when her husband, Rod, comes in from work, he 
uses that phrase as well.  

It’s been a long journey for the Allen family, one with a great 
deal of ups and downs. There were times when the family couldn’t 
afford their rent, so they had to stay with their 
pastor, different family members and friends 
from church. They also lived in a hotel room for 
an extended period of time.

“One time we stayed in the emergency room 
overnight because we didn’t have anywhere 
else to go,” Tasha said.

Tasha was introduced to Habitat for Humanity 
of Greater Memphis by a member of her church. 
Due to their financial situation, the Allens were 
denied the first time they applied. However, 
Tasha didn’t give up hope. 

“I went back and took my little sister. We talked 
to Micheal Clark, Habitat’s director of family 
services, and he said, ‘I believe that you’ll qualify.’ 
Suddenly, we had hope,” she said.

Tasha said that when Micheal saw the family was committed to 
making their dream a reality, he worked his fingers to the bone to 
help them get to the next level. 

The next level involved 15 weeks of financial training, 350 hours 
of sweat equity and, of course, the build itself.

Along the way, the Allens met their sponsor partner, Baptist 
Memorial Health Care. At first, Tasha and Rod were surprised by 

the level of support from their sponsor and volunteers. 
“When you come from a life of turmoil and suddenly you see 

how eager people are to help you, you begin to see the world in 
a new way,” she said.

“The enthusiasm on the faces of Bob, Nick and Curt…they were 
as excited as if it was their own house,” Rod said.

On dedication day, the excitement continued to show on the 
faces of the Baptist employees and the green hats as they led 
the Allen family through their new home and showed them 

the food in their cabinets, the pretty red 
kitchen accessories on the counters and the 
homemade crosses that Baptist employees 
had made for each of the children. Weeks later, 
these treasures are still proudly displayed 
around the home.

“I may never get an opportunity to thank 
everyone personally, but they are still having 
an impact on our lives,” Tasha said. “We are so 
appreciative of everyone and what they’re 
doing for us and for other people like us.”

The new home is already having a positive 
impact on their children. Tasha said they are 
settled in their rooms, where they’re enjoying 
a little privacy for the first time in a long while. 

Rod said he had always dreamed of a home where his kids could 
run and play.

Their 9-year-old daughter recently told them she was happy 
they didn’t have to live at anyone else’s house anymore.

“We’ve all grown closer through this experience,” Tasha said. 
“People who partner with Habitat partner with them for a lifetime. 
This experience is not matched by any other experience you’ll 
ever have. It makes a lasting impression on you.”
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Building a Strong Foundation
The Allens put focus on family in good times and bad.


