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Dr. John Akudago is a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) professional with strong 
hydrogeological and environmental science background. John is passionate about water and 
sanitation related issues and their impact on health and the environment. This passion took him to 
work in Africa, Asia and the Pacific Islands, Latin America and the Caribbean where he supervised 
the installation of over 1,000 water wells, spring catchments and construction of over 6,000 
latrines. In the past 23 years, Dr. Akudago has contributed greatly to solutions for health, disaster 
management, poverty reduction, climate change, energy, education and food security across the 
globe. He is fluent in English, with intermediate French and Japanese, and seven Ghanaian 
languages. He has attended over 20 international conference and contributed to many Journal 
publications. 

Dr. Akudago holds a PhD and MSc degrees in Environmental Science from Okayama University, 
Japan and a Bachelor of Science degree in Geological Engineering from Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science Technology, Kumasi, Ghana.  He has more than 23 years’ experience in International 
Development and Disaster Risk Reduction and Response, and has collaborated extensively with 
many key players in the Global WASH sector. Dr. Akudago served on the Global WASH Cluster 
Technical Working Group to develop technical assessment tools for the WASH Cluster. Currently, he 
serves on WASH Campaign Advisory group of Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) which aims to 
highlight the value of WASH among non-WASH audiences and influence country governments to 
take action on WASH issues. His core expertise include WASH, behavior change, waste 
management, water resources development and protection, climate change, and community 
development. He has experience in working in both development and humanitarian contexts, 
where he provided technical advice and implemented WASH projects in both rural and urban 
settings.  

Currently, Dr. Akudago is the Director for International Shelter Initiative at Habitat for Humanity 
International (HFHI). He also held various positions in several organizations including Samaritan’s 
Purse as a WASH Technical Advisor for their Global WASH Programs, Community Water and 
Sanitation Agency, Ghana as a Hydrogeologist, World Vision Ghana as a Hydrogeologist, and Pacific 
Institute in the USA as a Senior Research Associate. Dr. Akudago responded to some of the world’s 
most dangerous disasters as a WASH Technical Expert, which include the Haiti earthquake and 
cholera outbreak in 2010, Japan Tsunami and nuclear disaster in 2011, Mozambique floods in 2013, 
Philippine Typhoon Yolanda in 2013, the West Africa Ebola outbreak in 2014, Cyclone Palm 
(Vanuatu) in 2015, Nepal Earthquake in 2015, the South Sudan conflict between 2013-2017, 
Hurricane Maria (The Caribbean Islands) in 2017 and the Boko Haram crisis in Southern Niger.    


